48              THE NATURE OF TAXATION.

representative of the theocracy very naturally objects that
a king will claim taxes.

" He will take the tenth of your seed, and of your vineyards,
and give them to his officers, and to his servants. ... He will
take the tenth of your sheep."

The rates that have been recorded vary from a twentieth
to a quarter. In Hebrew history the rate is so uniformly a
tenth that " tithe " has come to mean not only a tenth,
but a tax of a tenth.

This attempt to fix a just fraction of the annual produce
to be paid as tithe or tax, is almost the only contribution
to a theory of taxation that the ancient religious laws
afford. The evil effects of overtaxing are pointed out in
several ancient codes, and the wisdom of a policy of modera-
tion is pointed out, on very much the same basis as modern
arguments of the folly of " killing the goose that lays the
golden eggs." Josephus, who might have given us some
significant comments, writing as he did with a knowledge
of later practice and ideas, gives only a bare recital.

(a)   REFERENCES IN ANCIENT SACRED BOOKS (dates
uncertain).

Biblical References.

Tithes are mentioned often in the Bible.1
The tithe includes, beyond the support of the priestly
caste, something like a poor-rate. " At the end of three
years thou shalt bring forth all the tithe of thine increase
the same year, and shalt lay it up within thy gates ; and the
Levite (because he hath no part nor inheritance with thee),
and the stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow, which
are within thy gates, shall come, and shall eat and be satis-
fied " (Deut. xiv. 28-29). This recurs later. " When thou
hast made an end of tithing all the tithes of thine increase

1 The references are these : Gen. xiv. 20; xxviii. 22 ; Lev.
xxvii. 31-33 ; Num. xxiii. 21-28 ; Dent. xii. 5-18 ; xiv. 22-29 I
xxvi. 12-14 J 2 Gin-on, xxxi. 5, 12, 19 ; Neh. x. 37; xiii. 5 ; xii.
44 ; Amos iv. 4 ; Malachi iiL 8 ; Apocrypha, Tobit i. 7, 8 ; New
Testament, Matt. xxiiL 23 ; Luke xi. 42 ; xviii. 12 ; Hebrews vii. 5.